Durham 150 Grant Guidelines
Durham 150 year of celebration is supported by the City of Durham, Discover Durham, Museum of
Durham History, and the generous contributions of Durham residents, businesses, and organizations.
The mission of Durham’s sesquicentennial is to recognize Durham’s past, present, and future with a year
of events, activities, and community engagement, to build awareness and anticipation both locally and
nationally for Durham’s rich history and highly promising future, and to celebrate the community’s
spirit, values, and accomplishments.
If you have an event or project that supports one or more of the themes of Durham 150 (listed below)
and require grant assistance to bring it to fruition, please submit this grant application. Grants can be
made to an individual or organization.
The 4 Durham 150 Themes
History & Education
One of the Most Educated Cities in America
Durham’s been the site of pivotal events long before it was a place on the map. This year, we celebrate
the trailblazers, as well as our academic institutions that have helped make Durham one of the most
educated cities in America.
Duke University is one of the most prestigious universities in the country, consistently included near the
top of college rankings. North Carolina Central University is a top-ranking historically black university
and the oldest publicly-funded liberal arts college founded for African Americans in the U.S. No wonder
innovation happens here.
Innovation & Entrepreneurship
From Tobacco to Tech
From its beginnings in tobacco and textiles to Black Wall Street and the Research Triangle Park, Durham
is a community of entrepreneurs who value creative ideas, bringing talented people together to answer
‘What if?’
Social Equity & Robust Democracy
Get Involved
We’re going to have constructive conversations as we engage different groups, come together, and
learn from one another throughout the year. We want to talk about our entire history to learn how to
nurture a better community for tomorrow.

Arts & Leisure
Bull City Culture
Durham’s home to the largest performing arts venue in the state, as well as venues and galleries of all
shapes and sizes to support a thriving arts scene. The Bull City’s food, drink, and entertainment options
have also rightfully earned national recognition and accolades.
Deadlines
Grant applications will be due on May 15, 2019. The review process will take six weeks after the
deadline.

What Can I/My Organization Apply For?
•

Grant funding ranging from $250 to $2,000 for projects proposed by a group or individual that
support one or more of the four themes of Durham 150 (themes listed below).

Project And/Or Event Parameters
An eligible project or event must:
•

Occur in Durham;

•

Primarily serve the people of Durham, with the exception of regional, statewide or national
efforts that may benefit a substantial portion of people in the Durham area;

•

Align with and support at least one of the four themes of Durham 150:

•
•
•

a. History & Education
b. Innovation & Entrepreneurship
c. Social Equity & Robust Democracy
d. Arts & Leisure
Identify a clear target audience;
Be open to the public (free or ticketed);
Occur within the 2019 calendar year.
Note: Projects may take longer than 2019 to be completed, but they must start in 2019.
Additionally, matching funds are not required, but submitted applications must demonstrate an
ability to carry out the project/event.

How Will My/My Organization’s Application Be Evaluated?
We will evaluate all applications by asking the following questions:
•
•
•
•
•

Does the project or event meet eligibility requirements?
Are the applicants experienced in carrying out similar projects/events?
Does the applicant’s narrative on selected theme(s) support the goals and mission of the overall
Durham 150 project?
What is the likelihood that the event will occur?
Will this project happen without the funding?

•
•
•

Will the project or event occur during the Durham 150 year?
Does the project or event reach the Durham 150 target audience(s) or geographic area?
Is the budget reasonable for the project?

Note: While a site visit or meeting is not required for consideration, a member of our grant review team
may reach out to your organization to request a phone call in the event there are additional questions
about your application.
Credit Acknowledgement:
You must also agree to acknowledge Durham 150 as a funding source for the program in all materials
and announcements related to activities funded for the duration of the period of the grant award.
For Print Marketing Materials: Usage of the Durham 150 logo along with a phrase acknowledging
support from the Durham 150 is a requirement.
For Radio or Television Marketing, Advertisements or Commercials, We Require the Following VoiceOver Language: “This project is supported in part by an award from Durham 150. Learn more about
Durham 150 by visiting us on the web at durham150.org.”
Grant Exclusions
Durham 150 will not make grants for capital construction costs, endowments, medical or academic
research, scholarships, alcohol purchases, or to support candidates for political office.

Durham 150 Grant Application
To fill out this application online, visit durham150.org/grants

Project Name __________________________ Amount Requested $_________
Requesting Organization/Person
Name _________________________________
Address _______________________________
________________________________
Phone _________________

Email ______________________________

Website ______________________________________________________________________
Social Media Accounts __________________________________________________________
Organization Mission (if appropriate)
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Organization Total Operating Budget _______________________________________________
Does your organization primarily serve Durham residents?

Y

N

Project Information
Please select the Durham 150 theme that your project/event supports:
o
o
o
o

History & Education
Innovation & Entrepreneurship
Social Equity & Robust Democracy
Arts & Leisure

Project Description
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Please describe how your event is in celebration of the Durham 150 Sesquicentennial and which
Durham 150 theme(s) your event supports.
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
What are the major project outcomes? How will you define success?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Project Timeline (key dates only)
Project Milestone

Date

Project Budget
Revenue (List all sources of project income. Indicate confirmed income. Add more lines if
needed)
Project Income

Amount

Confirmed? Y or N

Expenses (List all project expenses including in-kind. Add more lines if needed)
Project Expenses

Amount

If approved, what exactly will you use the Durham 150 grant for?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

When will you need the funds, if granted?
______________________________________________________________________________

When is the last date you can receive the funds and still carry out the project?
______________________________________________________________________________

Where did you hear about Durham 150? (Check as many as apply)
o
o
o
o
o
o

Facebook
Instagram
Twitter
Family/Friend
Event (If so, which one?) _____________________________
Other __________________________________________

Note: Funds granted to an individual over $599 will receive a 1099 tax form

